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^UAMnfSS^nSfHLiM^^Ml THIEU HAD A GOOD PRESS CONFERENCE. HE 
.HANDLED DIFFICULT QUESTIONS VERY WELL# • 

BUNKER WAS GREATLY PLEASED# AS WAS BUNDY. 

J^_U^UAL EFFORTS WERE MADE TO FIND DIVISIONS BUT WE THINK 
HE TURNED MOST OF THESE QUESTIONS TO HIS ADVANTAGE. . ' 


PRESS CONFERENCE 

' OF • 

PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

JULY 20# 1968 

,v • ■ * SATURDAY 

♦ 

'IN THE THEATER 
AT CAMP H. M* SMITH 

HONOLULU# HAWAII 

.. • * « 

PRESIDENT THIEU* GOOD MORNING# LADIES AND GENTLEMEN* 

‘ * ’ • * - • * 

.J .| T l f A GREA I PLEASURE FOR me TO meet WITH YOU ON THE 
OCCASION OF THIS CONFERENCE. 

• * 1 * i ■ . 

I HAD PLANNED MY MEETING WITH YOU TODAY FOR AFTER 
LUNCH. AFTER BEING INFORMED OF THE DICTATORIAL REQUIREMENT 
OF THE DEADLINE*, WHICH MANY OF YOU HAVE TO FACE FOR'THE 

OF N ?HE DAY^ RS * " ^ EC - I - DED *° M0v£ - IT TQ THIS EARLIER time 

^ 1 * 

AMn- 1 ? IrHfrnlS°SSt. H 2^i:!! LU COHERENCE# PRESIDENT JOHNSON 
THE'COMMON DEFENSE PROBLEMS ? AGAINSr GOMMUNIST^GRESSIO^ 3 

.MJS 5 H p 52 g«r“ EXPL0RAr - I0N ?n • paris" rok l 


-* « '* * 


I ASSUME THAT YQU HAVE ALREADY RECEIVED THE TEXT OF THE' 

0,r THE C0 N P e R e NCE WHICH WAS ISSUED EARLIER 
,7.^ '?W E . CORNING FOR THE SAME CONSIDERATION OF YOUR NEEDS. 

&*LSSIru? JS?iS?2S*UJ?£I porpose^^jf -the two ' 

THE, ^iNT’jCOWfMlQUIl. SPEAKS FOR ... 








YOU ALSO HAVE THE TEXT OF MY STATEMENT AND THE JOINT • 
SESSION OF THE TWO DELEGATIONS'YESTERDAY WHICH WAS RELEASED • 
TO YOU IMMEDIATELY AFTER IT HAD BEEN MADE. IWJgAT DOCUMENT* 
YOU”ftAY' HAVE-'NOTICED THAT A VARIETY OF AREAS WERE COVERED ON 
THE SITUATION 7 1 R" VIETNAM» f ' ~ , .-rr^,q- ' 

FOR FUTHER^CLARiIfICATION ON THESE AND OTHER.RELATIVE 
SUBJECTS* I SHALL BE'GLAD TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS. BEFORE 
COMING TO THE QUESTIONS* I WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND THROUGH 
YOU'OUR HEARTFELT GRATITUDE.FOR THE GENEROUS HELP AND THE 
VALIANT SUPPORT'THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM HAS BECKED FROM 
THE' UNITED STATES, IN THIS CRUCIAL STRUGGLE FOR I H | .PRESERVATION 
'OF FREEDOM'IN VIETNAM’AND TO EXPRESS MY DEEP APPRECIATION FOR 
THE WARM HOSPITALITY THAT THE OFFICIALS AND THE PEOPLE OF 
HAWAII HAVE'EXTENDED TO ME AND TO THE VIETNAMESE DELEGATION. 

NOW* WE CAN GO TO THE QUESTIONS. 


DOUG CORNELL 

QUESTION* MR. PRESIDENT* IN THE COMMUNIQUE AND ELSEWHERE 
THERE IS'MENTION OF THE 800*000 TOTAL BY THE END OF 1968 •- 
MORE THAN THAT •— AND THERE-'IS ALSO MENTION OF AN ADDITIONAL 
200*000 MEN WHO WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THE AUXILIARY AND 
MILITARY FORCES. 

* . . • • mm* * 

pO YOU ENVISION THAT WITH THIS TOTAL IT WILL BE 
POSSIBLE NOW FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF ANY ^.S. FORCES BY THE 
' END‘OF THIS YEAR OR SOON THEREAFTER? WAS THAT DISCOVERED HERE? 

PRESIDENT THIEUI 

* m m m. % » • 

THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE U. S. 

FORCES FROM'SOUTH VIETNAM IN THE SENSE THAT THE U.S. TROOPS 
LEAVE VIETNAM. BUT»AS I MENTIONED BEFORE WHEN I WAS IN 
- SAIGON*' THE VIETNAMESE 'GOVERNMENT AND THE VIETNAMESE ARMED 
FORCES ARE TRYING TO TAKE OVER MORE RESPONSIBILITY ON THE 
DEFENSE OF VIETNAM. ...J . 

SO* WITH THE INCREASE OF THE VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES TO 
OVER 800,'000 MEN AND WITH THE BUILDING OF THE PEOPLES’ 
SELF-DEFENSE CORPS MORE THAN 200*000 MEN* WE JUDGE THAT 
WE WILL BE ABLE TO HAVE MORE ARMY DIVISIONS TO CONDUCT A 
MORE"MOBILE OPERATION SO THAT IF NEEDED THE U.S. TROOPS 
AND WE COULD HAVE A PLAN TO PHASE OUT PROGRESSIVELY ONE 
BY'ONE FROM 1S69 IN THE SENSE THAT THE VIETNAMESE ARMED 
FORCES TAKE MORE RESPONSIBILITY FROM AMERICAN FORCES. 

.. # •* ' « / 9 

SO* I MAKE CLEAR THAT IT IS NOT THE WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. 

FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM’IN THE SENSE THAT THE U.S. LEAVE 
SOUTH'VIETNAM* 6UT IT IS IN THE SENSE THAT THE VIETNAMESE 
ARMED FORCES ARE READY'FROM 1969 TO TAKE PROGRESSIVELY 
MORE"AND MORE RESPONSIBILITY* 

t m • 

PETE LISAGOR 

QUESTION! MR. PRESIDENT* DID YOU DISCUSS WITH PRESIDENT 
«&jOHNSON“TKE"CONDITIONS UNDER,WHICH, TKl..A«E§ICAS BOMBING OF ,, ^ 
^NbRtfT V'lETN&T ftT8HTSTOP' AND OOULD YOU mi US HOW YOU FEEL ‘ ^ 
&jteOUT AK^ END TO"THAT. BOMBIN'GT •. 





CHALMERS ROBERTS . 

* m ^ V « * * >, • ** ^ » * * 

; S--QUESTION* MR* PRESIDENT* WOULD YOU TELL USHOW YjOU' VIEW 
A CEASE'FIRE? WHAT WOULD IT TAKE TO BRING ABOUT A CEASE FIRE? 

PRESIDENT" THI.EUI 




THE" CEASE FIRE COULD BE CONSIDERED AS A PART OF /THE WHOLE 
CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES AND THE WHOLE PEACE SETTLEMENT IN 
^VIETNAM."BUT IT'IS A VERY COMPLICATED PROBLEM* WE SHOULD 
‘DTSCOSS IT IN'MANY DETAILS. • 


^THE PRINCIPLE ISI WE CANNOT PERMIT THE ENEMY TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE'*OF'ANY CEASE FIRE WlTHOUT' EFFECTlVE CONTROL AND 
GUARANTEES. WE DO NOT WANT TO"FALL INTO THE ENEMY’S TRAPS 
WHERE'WE WOULD HAVE TO SUFFER MORE CASUALTIES OR WHERE 
WE MIGHT SUFFER MORE CASUALTIES FROM tHE TIME OF THE 
CEASE FIRE THAN IN THE WAR TIME. ' .. " 

. * -fc. - . . . »«V V • **-■ * -* J ^ • 

-IRV CHAPMAN 

" QUESTION* THERE HAS BEEN TALK OF ANOTHER BUILD-UP BEING 
IN PROGRESS. HOW WOULD YOU PREDICT IT* IF THE PREDICTED 
OFFENSIVE DOES NOT TAKE PLACE* BUT THE CURRENT LULL IN THE 
FIGHTING CONTINUES INTO THE FALL?"WHAT WOULD THAT MEAN TO « 


THE PARIS TALKS? 


^ ^PR ESIDE NT THIEU: _____ ^ 

I THINK* WITH THE MANY INDICATIONS WE HAVE OBTAINED 

from the field* we are quite sure'that the communists 

WILL LAUNCH ANOTHER ATTACK* BECAUSE'THEY WOULD LIKE"TO 
OBTAIN SOME ADVANTAGE FROM THE TERRAIN TO BRING THAT TO 
THE NEGOTIATION TABLE "TO HAVE A STRONGER BARGAINING 

position;" 

« * 

IF THE COMMUNISTS DO NOT LAUNCH AN ATTACK* I BELIEVE 
THAT THEY JUDGE THEY ARE NOT ABLE TO -LAUNCH AN ATTACK WITH 
SUCCESS*'BECAUSE THEY HAD NO SUCCESS WITH THE TWO FORMER 
ATTACKS* WITH THE TET OFFENSIVE'AND"THE OFFENSIVE IN MAY* 
IN'WHICH THEY SUFFERED HEAVY'CASUALTIES* AND WHICH 
CAUSED A VERY BAD EFFECT IN THE"OPINION'OF THE VIETNAMESE 

PEOPLE. 

* . 

WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT THE FACT THAT THE COMMUNISTS WILL 
NOT LAUNCH ANOTHER ATTACK IN MONTHS OR WEEKS AHEAD AS DE- 
ESCALATION. I THINK WHEN THE COMMUNISTS WOULD LIKE TO DE- 
ESCALATE THE WAR* THEY WOULD ANNOUNCE'THAT OFFICIALLY AND 
THEY WOULD .LET US KNOW ABOUT IT. 




CHARLES MOHR 

QUESTION* MR. PRESIDENT* YOU SAID EARLIER* AND 
IT IS MENTIONED ALSO IN THE COMMUNIQUE* THAT IF ANY 
IRDTCIDUAf OR MEMBERS OF A GROUP FROM THE OTHER SIDE* 
TO'ABIDE BY'THE CONSTITUTION OF VIETNAM* THEY CAN" 
PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL LIFE 0F‘SOUTH VIETNAM. 


ARE WILLING 


w SINCE-THE CONSTITUTION PROHIBITS COMMUNISM* DOES 
I^THATT'filAtl^TDU'.'WILL-'CoRTINUEv^TO \RESIj5Tr‘»ANYViDEA.'OF:.'VOTES 
• OR CANDIDACY BY"ANY‘MEMBERS OF THITFRONT OR'ANYONE WHO IS ' 
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COMMUNIST"IN VIETNAM? 


t - 







PRESIDENT THIEU* • 

WE HAD NO DISCUSSION OF A TOTAL. BOMBING CESSATION* 

« • -* • — 4 • • . * *' 4 • * # • * * • * # 

• . ' 

■BILL GILL 

■ I. •••• ' 

QUESTION* MR. PRESIDENT# DID YOU DISCUSS THE FUTURE ROLE’ 

OF THE NLF AS A POLITICAL*PARTY IN ELECTIONS IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM AND IF YOU DID# COULD YOU”TELL US WHAT THE DECISION 
WAS*OR.HOW YOU VOICED YOUR BELIEF TO THE PRESIDENT? - 

• A; . '• - . >V • : \ 1 ♦ •• \. > • — 'i.♦*%>. >• ^ 

.r. -v*' T ‘ ‘ * , . ' . * - • f ir •. • •v . ... 

PRES I DENTIEU: ' Y ’ 

. IN tfUR JOINT COMMUNIQUE# WE STATE VERY CLEARLY THAT ACCORDING 
TO OUR POLICY OF NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND GENERAL AMNESTY#*' 
-IJirWELCOME' ALL OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS OR MEMBERS OF GROUPS WHO 
WOUCifTTKE-TO COME BACK TO US'TO ABIDE BY__XHE CONSTITUTION OF 
■ VIETNAM'#“S0^THAT THEY*T{AVE''THE~FULL _ 'RTSH'TS''TND*"'THE TULL' ' * 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A VIETNAMESE CITIZEN# PROVIDED THEY 
ABANDON"AND "LAY DOWN THEIR WEAPONS'AND ABANDON'THE COMMUNIST 
ATTACKS. ' * '• 

• -A 

.THERE IS’NO QUESTION THAT THE NLF BECOMES A POLITICAL 

PARTY AS'S WHOLE. 

— -% 

CHUCK BAILEY 
• • » • 

QUESTION* MR. PRESIDENT# COULD YOU GIVE YOUR OWN VIEW 
AS TO THE TYPE OF ACTION BY NORTH VIETNAM'THAT WOULD ’ 

... JUSTIFY A COMPLETE STOPPING- OF THE BOMBING IN THE NORTH? 

< p •* m m • * ■ 

4 

PRESIDENT THIEU* ,• 

. • ^ r • »• '♦ • 

p 

WE HAVE NOT PUT ANY CONDITION ON THAT BUT WE HAVE LAID 
DOWN SUCH THINGS THAT WE MAY DISCUSS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
DELEGATION IN PARIS WHEN THEY ARE READY'TO DISCUSS WITH US. 

UNKNOWN REPORTER 

* 

&UESTIONJ ONE CONSEQUENCE OF THE AMERICAN ELECTION IN 
NOVEMBER'COULD BE A NEW POLICY TOWARD VIETNAM AND TOWARD 
THE WAR. ARE YOU APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE ELECTION BECAUSE 
IT MIGHT MEAN A NEW POLICY# PERHAPS-ONE THAT WOULD BE MORE 

WILLING TO COMPROMISE WITH NORTH VIETNAM? 

■ ■ * • # • - ' * - * « • 

PRESIDENT THIEU* 

. • t « ♦ * * 

I TAKE IT THAT I SHOULD GO BACK TO THE PRINCIPLE OF 
THE'TNVOLVEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN VIETNAM*. THE 
INVOLVEMENT OF THE UNITED’STATES IN VIETNAM IS NOT ONLY AN. 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ANY PRESIDENT. 

• - • **• - ■ 

I WOULD SAY THAT THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN VIETNAM IS AN INVOLVEMENT TO THE FREE WORLD. THE 
PRINCIPLE IS TO HELP A SMALL COUNTRY# TO SAFEGUARD ITS 
INDEPENDENCE# ITS FREEDOM# HELP IT FACE THE COMMUNIST 
AGRESSION'AND PREVENT THE'COMMUNIST EXPANSION IN / a 


'so# I HAVE NO APPREHENSION# I HAVE NO DOUBT ON THE 
COMMITMENT OF THE UNITED STATES* .PEOPLI TQ THE -PEOPLE OF 

*« ' —*«■*#* *- — - --4 . - * • * ' * ‘ * * 


r->* 


.Tif 

» » I 


Y tBJ LIBRAR 
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■ mil : ‘ " ;z “-..V.. ..*--- 

JRY CLEARLY THAT ANYONE WHO CAME FROM THE 

nd."agreed to abandon ’communist idealogy# 

TROCITIESVTO LAY 'DOWN THEIR WEAPONS 

VIETNAMESE CONSTITUTION* WOULD HAVE 
•^BTSVt^O THEY CAK VOTE* THEY CAN BE ELECTED LIKE 

B E‘.ACCORDING TO THE CONSTITUTION OF VIETNAM. 

. - • . ' •. 

PORTER 

^lOWVlCE PRESIDENT. XY SAID YESTERDAY THE ONLY 
■W.Tfe.OVER‘ THE COMMUNISTS IS" BY MILITARY STRENGTH. HE 
!ElMfRERE WAS NO WAY TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE COMMUNISTS. 
'AGREE? ■ ' . 

feHl^U: 


ffiHTOjfTELL YOU* WE WOULD DO BOTH THINGS. FIRST* WE WOULD 
gtoQRSELVES NOT BE DEFEATED BY THE AGGRESSORS BY MILITARY 
g&IS^TRlNK A-POLITICAL SETTLEMENT COULD HAVE GOOD RESULTS WHEN FIRST 

^UeItHE CAPABILITY TO STOP AGGRESSION AND TO PREVENT THE ENEMY FROM 
^^i^ER'BY MILITARY FORCE. 

^TOlNX'-THAT ON THE ONE HAND WE HAVE TO SHOW THAT WE 
^TRCNG.-SNEOUGH TO PREVENT THEM FROM TAKING OVER BY MILITARY 
(cf*^gUT::.ON. THE OTHER'HAND'AS I HAVE SAID MANY TIMES* 

LOOKING FOR PEACE. 

P^D^NOT LIKE TO WAGE WAR FOR THE SAKE'OF WAR. 

TOE. HAD' TO'ACCEPT THE WAR. SO IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES# ON 
^SCCASION* IF HANOI WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS WITH US* TO HAVE 
(OPTIONS 'WHICH CAN LEAD TO PEACE WE ARE READY ANY 

iMft V'AMVMuror'. * 


• r 


fffif; DAVIS 


feflUESTlONl MR. PRESIDENT* YOU SAID'"'THAT^TITeRE - SHOULD ~ 
^EFFECTIVE INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES'IN ORDER TO AVOID 
tjUJPRESTpENT JOHNSON HAD CALLED A FAKE SOLUTION. 


***» U till* 1 * - .. * - — 


j®y:couLb: you explain what kinds of guarantees you 

^HAVE 'IN MIND AND BY WHOM'THESE GUARANTEES MIGHT BE 

mtyj nt^ ;: ;:v ' 

^PRESIDENT THIEUl 

:ANNOT GO INTO THE DETAILS THIS MORNING. 

<?AN TELL YOU SOME MAIN PRINCIPLES. THE GUARANTEE 
r. FIRST# BE HOW TO PREVENT"THE COMMUNISTS FROM 
^RENEWING-AGGRESSION AS THEY XAVE DONE IN 1958 FROM NORTH 
fe^ETNSM-TO SOUTH VIETNAM AND HOW TO PREVENT THEM FROM CONDUCTING 
fe**SU8ERSlVE WAR IN'SOUTH VIETNAM LIKE THEY HAVE DONE AFTER 
NEVA AGREEMENT. . 

B ZFti&y* ■ ~ 

ONDLY# WE HAVE TO BE GUARANTEED ABOUT OUR 

NOENCE* OUR SOVEREIGNTY OF TERRITORY* AND OUR FREEDOM 

OSE .OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND OUR WAY OF LIFE. 

BE., FINALLY* WE COULD wAVI THE HELP FROM 
H?%SOUNTRY WHEN WE RIED IT# IF WE ARE 
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DICK DUDMAN .-- " ~ ' 

^ m • • 

QUESTION} MR* PRESIDENT* A RELATED QUESTION} 


AT WHAT POINT SHOULD THE ENEMY BE REQUIRED TO 
AGREE TO THESE INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES? IN OTHER WORDS* 

FOR EXAMPLE* SHOULD THE'UNITED STATES BOMBING'OF NORTH 
VIETNAM CONTINUE UNTIL THERE IS ’ANY ENEMY AGREEMENT TO 

INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES AND ASSURANCES? 

• # « • • •* ■ * ^ • 

PRESIDENT’THIEUT" ——- 

—. .. - . t * ** -—• 

+■ , C' 1 j ’ *»’ * 

IT DEPENDS ON THE OTHER SIDE TO HAVE A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF THE 
WAR’. I THINK WHEN THEY'HAVE THE GOOD WILL TO END THE WAR AND 
SIT DOWN WITH US TO DISCUSS VERY HONESTLY HOW 

TO HAVE A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT* I THINK WE CAN FIND THE BASIS OF 
THE GUARANTEE. ' ' 

BERNARD GWERTZMAN 

ft 

QUESTION} MR. PRESIDENT* DO YOU THINK THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE NEGOTIATORS IN PARIS ARE SERIOUSLY INTERESTED 
IN A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT? 

PRESIDENT THIEU} 

# * 

UP TO NOW WE HAVE NO INDICATION AT ALL THAT HANOI 
WOULD LIKE TO TALK SERIOUSLY IN'PARIS. AS YOU KNOW* 

THREE MONTHS HAVE GONE’.AND WE'HAVE NO PROGRESS. WE HAVE NOT 
GONE INTO ANY REALLY SUBSTATIAL TALKS. 

mm* - ^ * V— • .1 

CHALMERS ROBERTS 

QUESTION} MR. PRESIDENT* WHAT IS TO YOU THE SINGLE MOST. 

'IMPORTANT THING THAT HAS HAPPENED’IN THIS CONFERENCE WITH 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON? 

PRESIDENT THIEU} 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING? 

I THINK THAT YOU CAN FIND IT IN THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
ABOUT"THE SUBJECTS WE HAVE DISCUSSED. BUT 

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING THAT THE’UNITED STATES AND VIETNAM 
CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER CLOSELY WITH OTHER ALLIES TO _ 

T)EF£ND-THE-INDEDPEHDE-eE—AN^-FREE-DC^'^F-'-V rETNAM^GA TRS-?-""* -“ '“ s *" 

THE COMMUNIST AGGRESSION.' 


WE SHALL NEVER PERMIT THE AGGRESSION TO SUCCEED IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM. 

BOB. PIERPOINT 

QUESTION} MR. PRESIDENT* IN THE PAST AMERICAN OFFICIALS ! 
INDICATED THAT THE COMMUNISTS DO NOT NEED TO ANNOUNCE ' 
DE-ESCALATION* THAT WE WOULD ACCEPT DEFACTO DE-ESCALATION. 

r YOU HAVE SAID TODAY THAT THE OTHER SIDE SHOULD ANNOUNCE 
DE-ESCALATION. HAVE'YOU'CONVINCED'THE AMERICAN OFFICIALS OF 
:"?OUR'VIEW.'OR IS.THIS POINT? . ^ ' 


HAVE 
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PRESIDENT THIEU* ' , 

..... ' . > 

I THINK THAT WHEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND I REVIEWED 
THE'SITUATION IN SAIGON AMD SOMEONE ASKED WHETHER THE 
FACT THAT'THE COMMUNISTS HAVE NOT FIRED ROCKETS INTO 
SAIGON OR REDUCED THE HARASSMENT'BY"MORTAR SHELLING IN SOME 
OTHER"PROVINCES AND'CHIEF TOWNSt WHETHER OR NOW WE CONSIDER THAT 
THAT IS DE-ESCALATION *- WE'AGREED THAT THAT IS NOT 
DE-ESCALATION. 

ALSO* I WOULD-LIKE TO SAY THAT AFTER THE 31ST OF MARCH* 

WE MADE THE FIRST STEP OF DE-ESCALATION BY STOPPING THE BOMBING 
OF NORTH VIETNAM ON 90 PERCENT OF THE POPULATED AREAS AND 70 PERCENT 
OF THE WHOLE TERRITORY. 

♦ 

AFTER THAT* THERE IS NO RESPONSE FROM HANOI. 

ON THE CONTRARY* THEY ..HAVE-XS^^LATED THE WAR IN SOUTHRR 

-—--— - VIETNAM. THEY 

HAVE CONDUCTED A 

-CA- PTTAL CITY. - T HET INCREASE' INFILTRATION FROM THE NORTH TO 

* m - • % • , , , • • » , 

SOUTH. • 

* . 

* 

I DON'T THINK THAT IT IS. A SIGN OF GOOD WILL OR 
DE-ESCALATION'BY NORTH'VIETNAM WHICH SHOULD BE JUDGED ON 

THE BASIS OF THE SITUATION STARTING FROM THE 31ST. 

. % ■* • 

PETER LISAGOR • . -v.- 

QUESTION* MR. PRESIDENT* COULD I TRY TO CLARIFY A SENTENCE 
IN THE COMMUNIQUE? IT' SAYS THAT "THE TWO PRESIDENTS STATED 
THAT .A COMPLETE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES MUST BE PART- OF A 
FINAL PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT." . 

DOES THAT MEAN THAT A CEASE FIRE COULD NOT OCCUR 
BEFORE A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT HAS BEEN ACHIEVED? 

< * • » • * p ♦ 

, • # ■ * * * 

r — * . 

PRESIDENT THIEU* 

• • • 

EEFORE OR AFTER* WE CONSIDERED IT TO BE A PART OF 
" THE SETTLEMENT.'BUT IN- THE'JOINT'COMMUNIQUE .WE HAVE STATED 
CLEARLY'THAT WE HAVE'REVIEWED'THE'ARRANGEMENTS NECESSARY FOR 
» A GENERAL CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES IN SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM. 

AND WE CONCLUDED THAT SUCH A CESSATION WOULD BE POSSIBLE 
WHENEVER THE GOVERNMENTS'NORTH VIETNAM IS PREPARED EARNESTLY 
TO EXAMINE THE MUTUAL ARRANGEMENTS REQUIRED. 

ALSO* IT SAID THAT "EFFECTIVE CONTROLS AND GUARANTEES 
WOULD'BE NECESSARY." ' ' _ ______ 


/ % 
> 
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IT is THE principle we laid down, now* to discuss in 

DETAIL*'WE WOULD DISCUSS IT IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WOULD LIKE 
TO'tflSCUSS IT WITH US. WE HAVE TO DISCUSS WITH THEM ON THOSE 

PRINCIPLES." 

^ • • ■» # ■ 


L-BAXTER- 



--*-QUE$T20N: MR. PRESIDENT* DOES THAT MEAN THERE COULD BE 
AN AGREEMENT ON A CEASE FIRE BEFORE A DEFINITIVE PEACE 
SETTLEMENT? 


PRESIDENT THIEUi 

I CANNOT TELL YOU WHETHER IT COULD BE DONE 
BEFORE OR AFTER* IT DEPENDS. IF THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ACEPTED TO DISCUSS' WITH US ABOUT THAT* WE 
WOULD SEE HOW WE COULD DO IT. 

THE PRESSt THANK YOU* MR. PRESIDENT 

(AT 9:26 A.M. HST) 
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